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imperfect means it is at present prepared to con-
cede. For instance, the real thing is to substi-
tute a skilled and much simpler machinery for the
endless Boards of Trustees scattered all over the
country; but the public mind is not prepared for
this, so William's Commissioners are to deal with
all the Boards of Trustees seriatim, and try and
persuade or compel them to improve the trusts
committed to their charge. It is something to do
this, but the main thing is to bring the public
mind to allow you to do more than this; and it is
in this line that I have worked, and am likely to
continue to work.
As a clergyman's son I am pleased at the figure
the Bishops are cutting in the Lords' debate; and
after all that is said against the old training, how
infinitely superior is the Lords' debate on the sec-
ond reading of the Irish Church Disestablishment
Bill, conducted by men who have had the old train-
ing, to that in the Commons, where half the people
are new men, with the training, supposed to be so
much better, of business and practical life! I very
often see the Bishop of Peterborough here. He
appears to have perfectly charmed his audience.
Thirlwall spoke admirably, and the Archbishop
very well. The Archbishop of York speaks to-
night. He will speak for the second reading,
but will not vote, and he tells me that Tait will
not vote for it either. The Bishop of Oxford will
both vote and speak for it.1 The second reading
1 Both the English Archbishops and the Bishop of Oxford
abstained from voting on the Second Reading.